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Norwalk native Jullo Coyne has retumed to the area to ralse funds for hor Education and Hope foundation, which sends more B8
than 150 poor Guatemalan children to private schools.

Norwalk native finds her calling in Guatemala | 5
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By John Nickerson set up an educational foundation

Staff Writor that now sends more than 150 ever

ORWALK — Digging Ia- poor kids to private schools, she ‘ So
Nlnncs and building bnick cook  has  fallen in love with the ok coun
stoves doesn't ordinarily lead  Guatemalan people, ' ’ meti
someone 1o their life's work “The longer 1 worked with — ar
But in the 10 years since Nor-  those people on the projects, it of Ni
wilk native Julic Coyne has  was the people in those communi- | party
moved to Guatemala, where she Please sec GUATEMALA, Page A4 Bu
alert,

Brandon Racanco}, Noeml Montenegro, Julle Miranda and Jullo Ixcoy on di
graduate recently from kindergarten. The Guatemalan children they
received scholarships from the Education and Hope foundation. hotel
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ties that made me want to stay,”
said Coyne, who came back to
N a little over a month
~ ago to launch a new Web site
for her nonprofit Education and
Hope foundation and prepare
its yearly appeal letter. “It just

seemed right from the very be-
ginning: %_cre,is somethi e ng
uatemnala;  there

about G 18
501 about the ﬁeople. 1
- felt T was home. 1 fell in love
.with the place.”

But Coyne, 37, a 1985 Nor-
walk High School graduate,
says her {oundstion is way be-
hind last year in fund raising
nng is Iooki:fl it;?:lbclp.m &

oyne's path began
when she went to Guatemala in

- 1994 for an immersion course

in Spanish.

Fresh out of Wake Forest
University, she thought she was
headed for n master’s degree in
teaching or social work.

But when, as part of the
Spanish school's community
service gmcimn. she began
building brick stoves for people
who were cooking on open
fires inside their din-floor

latrines,
Coyne saw she could improve
people’s lives.

As she worked with local
residents, she noticed  kids
milling around when they
ought to be in school.

he found out that ecither
the parents couldn’t afford to
send the kids 1o public
schools — where they are re-
quired to pay for all school
materials as well as relatively
high registration and tuition
fees — or put them to work (o
suppart their families.

homes  and diggian

With her savings speat on
living and educational expens-
es 10 months in Quetzal

0, the €0 ';
NecontLiargest ity 7200 feet
ahlands,

Cogrnc returned to Norwalk.

he went back to her church,
St. Jerome in y, to see
whether she could )

said.

From there, Coyne formed

llugrw non l”ﬁt fonndanw ion in

t year had a budget
of $175,000, which is paying
for the shoes, mpomnon
mdscbool.:xdpcnseso 153 ele-
mentary secondary  stu-
dents in Quetzaltenango.

St. Jerome's priest, the Rey.
David Blanchfield, who met
Coyne when she ummmm ’lmhca
congregation in 1994, sai
he was struck by her devotion
to the children of Guatemala.

“It’s just extraordinary. She
has a genuine vocation from
S s

every year 1o our
ion and tells
about the kids and what's

that isn't the case now,” Coyne
said, adding that she can’t re-

member being 50 nervous
about the foundation’s fi-
nmm’ .

www.educationandhope.com
which she will out to 600



